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Col. 1u. x. 


Tf ye then be riſen with Chrift, ſeek thoſe things 
' mhich are above, where Chrift ſutteth on the 
Right Hand of God. 


ND Moſes ſaid unto the People, Remember this day 
A in which ye came out from E 5YPE, ont of the Howſe 
of Bondage ; for by Strength of Hand the Lord brought 

you out from thisPlace. There ſhallnoleavened Bread be eaten, 


' This day came ye out in the Month Abib: thox ſhalt therefore 


heep this Ordinance (that 1s,ot the Paſſeover whichHe then 
Initituted ) 7 hes Seaſon, from Tear to Tear, Exod. 13. 
3, 4, 10. Again 1t is Recorded in the foregoing Chap- 
ter, Exod. 12. 42. It is a Night to be much obſerved un- 
ro the Lord for brinzing them ont from the Land of Egypt; 
this is that Night of the Lord to be obſerved of all the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael i3 their Generations, From all this put to- 
gether it may be truly Reaſon'd and Inferr'd, That if 
the Eternal Spirit, who 1s of the ſame Mind Teferday, ro 
day, axd for ever, and knows what are the things which 
are pleaſing unro God, and He doth require of us; did 
(as we ſee here He did) command the Children of 
Iſrael to remember the Day in which they came out of 
Eg ypt, the Houle of Bondage; and it doth particularly 
fer down the Month in the which it was, with an In- 
jJun&tion, Thos ſhalt therefore keep' thi® Qrdinance in his 
Seaſon from Tear to Year, having, before mention*d ' that 
it wvas a Night to be mnch obſerved unto the Lord; yea, 
It 1s xepeated and enforced again, That it .wes to be ob- 
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(4) 
ſerved of all the Childres of Tſrael in their Generations. 
How much more ought all Chriſtians to remember that 
Day,..in_which Jeſus Chriſt their Head and Saviour | 
role again froin che Dead ( for hereby He was declared, + 
to be the $0 of God with Power, according to the Spirit 
of Holineſs by the Reſurreftion from the Dead, Rom. 1.4.) 
whereby He accompliſhed as Great, yea, a much Greater 
and more Eſpecial Part of our Redemption, as God did | 
work a Deliverance to the 1/raelites, by bringing them 
out of the\Land of Fer: And as upon that Account | 
\ He 1s the'Lord their -God, ſo upon the alike and much 
greater Account He is the God of us Chriſtians alſo, by 
Redeeming us, by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, :from Spiritual 
Expt, the Bondage of Satay, Sin and Death. And as | 
this ſame Redemption wrought, and accompliſhed by | 
the Reſurre&ion of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, is ſo | 
much better than that Deliverance of our Fore-fathers |; 
out of Egypt, (which was a leſſer Type and Figure of this) | 
4s it hath: by the Benefits and Priviledges hereby accrued | 
and devolved unto Mankind, obrained a much mere ex- |_ 
cellent Name thas that > There is alike and greater Rea- © 
fon that the Time of Jeſus Chriſt his Riſing from the 
Dead, ſhould be remembred together with the Month, 
for: it. was about the fame Time that they did receive _. 
the Paſſcover, and did Yearly Commemorate their De- | 
Iiverance frem out of Zgypr, that this Ordinance alſo | 
ſhould be kept in his Seaſon from Tear to Tear. And as | 
Jeſus Chrift did arife again, i the end of the Sabbath, as | 
zt began 10 dawn towards the firſt Day of theWeek,Mat.28.1. | 
and in another Evangeliſt it is ſaid, That it was the firſt | 
Day of the Week early when it was yet dark. John 20. 1. | 
The Holy Ghoſt by recording it here in | theſe two 
Places, in lo very a particular manner, that we . may 
gueſs and know! within a quarter of an Hour the 
exa& time when it was, doth hereby fignifie, That that | 
ſume Night and Day between the end of the Sabbath, and 
\v91' ke Day of the Week, or rather the twilight, ts a Night | 
and a Day, or 4 Twilizht, to be much obſerved wnto the 
Lord for raifine his Son Feſus Chrift From the Deas. This | 
3s that Nighr: and Day of the Lord, or the Twilight, ro | 
be obſerved. of all Chriftians, who name: the Name. of 


Jeſus Chriſt in their Generations, For this Thing of the | 
| | | Twilight, 
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| Twilight or Dawning of the Da ſeems to 


TT 


to haye been. 
foretold : by the Prophet Zechariah; And it ſhall come to 
paſs im that day that the Light ſhall not be clear nor dark : 


 «, But it ſhall be one Day, which ſhall be known mute the Lord, 


in Hang. 


not Day nor Night, Zech. 14-6, 7. This wasexadtly ful- 
fll'd. Bat it (hall came to paſs at Evening Tome it ſhall be 

ht. It 1s evident from the Fourth Verſe of ſame 
Chapter, that Chrift herein was propheſied of, And 
tho theſe Words do chiefly ſeem to have Reſpe& unto 
Chrift's laft Coming to Judgment, which is yet to comg 

et they were In a leſs Degree fulfilled in the Time 6&f 
his Reſurre&tion from the Dead, it being an uſual Me- 


 thod with the Scriptures of Truth, to have their fulfil- 


ling in a lefler Degree, and then in a Greater -and more 
Univerſal manner, like as it is with the Fruits of the 
Earth; ſome few of theſe are commonly ripe before 
the General and Greater Quantity are ſo. As I could 
Illuftrate this further, and make it more evidently. ap- 
pear from the other and paralle] Places of Scripture, 
which in ſuch manner have been interpreted to have been 


- |  tulfilled by the Divincly Inipired Apoſtles. But this 


would be to go too much afide from my- Subje&. and 
intended Matter ; for whereas it is written, And his Feet 

all ſtand in that Day upon the Aeunt of Olives, which is 
before Jeruſalem, 0» the Eat, and the Alount of Olives 
ſhall cleave in the midſt thereof, towards the Eaſt, and to- 
wards the Weft, Tech. 14.4. This was then tomewhat 
fulfill'd, (tho 1 do withall believe that it willbe yet.more 
Litterally and Univerſally- fulbII'd at his future Coming 


"ro Judgment) When Jeſus cried. wth a loud Foice, and 


yeilded wp the Ghoſt, and behold the Vail ef the Temple was 
rent in twain from the top to the bottom, and the Earth did 
quake,and the Rocks rent, Mat.27.50,51. For all this comes 
very near, and js much alike ro rhe Mount of Olives, 
(where or near ro which his Crucikxion was) cleaving 
in the midſt thereof, Ir is a wonderful thing to confider 
how the Decrees and Purpoſes of God were made and 
ordered, and fixed as to tneſe material Circumſtances of 
Place and Time: Inſtances whereof are fo very many 
throughout the Scripture, that it is ſuperfluous to give 
any other than what are pertinent to our preſent Matter 


As. 


= 


Cy ſ , 
As o the Circumſtance of Time, And it came to paſs 
at the etl. of the Four Hundred and Thirty Tears ( which 
was the time of their ſojourning 'in Eg pt) even the felf- 
{ame Day (axe notice of that ) it came to paſs that all 


rhe Hoſts of the Lord went out from the Land of Egypt, 
Exod, 12.41. It ts a Night to be much obſerved unto the 
Lord, And fo it came to paſs that in thole very Days, 
and in t\ ſame time of the Year ( for all the Nation of 
the Tewr were then gone up to Jeruſalem, to be preſent 
at this their Yearly Commemoration of their Deliverance 
out of Fgypr, ap to obſerve the Feaſt of the Paflcover ) 
*Fhar Jetus Chriſt, according to the Fleſh, ſufter'd, and 
was put to Death on the Croſs, if not on the Mount of 
Olives, yet,on Mount Calvary, which perhaps was a part 
rhereof, or very near unto it. The Goſpel ſaith, That the 
Place wii nigh to Jeruſalem, And he aroſe again. How- 
ever, ail this greac Thing was tranſa&ed at the ſelf ſame 


| rime of the Year,in which that was, as it doth abundantly 


and evidently appear from the Hiſtory and Narration of 
all rhe four Evangeliſts concerning it. And therefore it 
1S a Night and a- Day, when in the Prophet Zechariah's 
Phrale, it was not Night, nor yer Day, itbeing Twilight, 


not Dark, nor yer Lighr, to be much ovſerved unto the . 


Lord; yea, to be obterved by all Chriſtians, and by all 
that call chem(elves ſo m thcr Generations. 


Moft certain it 1s, Thar it was much obſerved unto the 
Lord bv the Apoſtles, who had ſeen Jelus Chriſt in the 
Fieſh,ind to whom He ſhewed himſelf airve after hisPaſſton 3 
ve Fein ſeen 0 them Fonrty Davs, and ſpeaking of the things 
pert: nin to the Kingdom of Goa, Which things are not 
written and recorded, but by their framing their Frattice 
accordingly, and by their aflenibling together on the hrit 
Day ot the Weck, in Memory and Acknowledgment thar 
their Lord did on that Day rife from the Dead. Which 
alto ts the very Reafon of rhar Change, which hath been 
made of the Sab».ich trom the Seventh Day, which the 
Fews kept Holy in Memory of rhe Creation 3 becaule thar 
God had hmthed his Work, and refted &n the Seventh 
Day, and ſanttitied it ro our Oblervarion of the fame 
Bay of Reſt, , leParated and (et apart for the more 


Sovlemn and Univerſal Worſhip now on the hrit Day of 
| | the. 


E433 


(7-4. SE 
the Week, which'is called the Lord's-Day. This is in Re- 
membrance how that our Lord and Saviour jefus Chritt 
roſe from the Dead on the frit day of theWeek. And it it 

'% hath occaſion'd the Change of the Sabbath Day throughour 
the wholeYear, well then may one particular Lord's Day in 
the Year be oblerved inan eminent Manner above, and more 
than the other LordsDays ; and fo ic 1s done at this*Day by 
the Churches throughout the Chriſtian World. 7h 7 rhe 
Day which the Lord hath made,we will rejoyce, and ve gladin 
:t,Plal.#18.28. We read often in the Gol pel,of the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chriſtians aflembling together on the firſt 
Day of the Week; and Jobs faith in the Reveariors, 
That he waz in the Spirit on the Lord's Daz. Now it is 
a Rule and Maxim, laid doun by Azgastze, an Ernnent 
Preacher and Writer in the Church of God, 2 Learned 
and Holy Man in his Generation; That whatever was 

Fares by the ApoStes themſelves, and by the Generalit y 

of Chriſtians for the firſk Three Hunared Iears, (this being 
long before, the Corruptions, Errors and Additions oft 
Popery came in, for they came in abour'the Six Hundredth 
Year atter Chriſt ) and the ſame is agreeable to the Cano ica? 

. Scriptures (.as the Obſervation of the Feaſt of ' the 
Reſurre&ion cl Jeſus Chriſt, commonly called” Eifter 
is Which is further manifeſt from "rhe Controver- 
{ies of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches about the exa& 
time of its Oblervance; for both did agree. that 'it” was 
to be kept) this ſaith Azſtine, Fe ought to receive for 
Divine and Apoſtolick Liſtitution. And truly, . when we 
readin the Scripture it ſelf, yea, in the Goſpel ; 41d when 
the Day of Pemecoft ( which we now commonly call 
Whitſuntide ) was fully come, Atts 2. 1. Chriſt our LI: 
over is now riſen, therefore let us now keep the Fecſh d the 


his 


on, the Day of Pentecoſt, like as the Jews, the antiept 
ſhippers of the Father, did obſerve their Feat 
vened Bread, rhe Feaſt of FFeeks, and the FenffA 


mnt nc 


Inſt;tuted : 


(V3 


cles, Dent. 16. 16. Theſe were their three times of their 
_— betore the Lord at Feraſtlem, which God hath 
Inftituted by /Aoſes; altho with and amonsſt them 
they had brought in their new Moons, and other Days 
of their own Inſtitution, as alſo ſome G-»tile: Rites* 
and Obſervations ; rhe Continuance whereof amongſt 
thoſe who were converted unto, and had received the 
Chriſtian Faith, The Apoſtle Paz! reproves, when © he 
ſaith, 7e obſerve Days and Moths, and Times, and Tears, 
T1 aw afraid of you, leſt I have beffowed on 'you Labour in 
vain, Gal. 4 10, 11. That all this is chiefly, if not only 
meant of the Jewi/h Cuſtoms, Ceremonies, and Obſervan- 
. ces, appears from the foregoing Verſe, wherein he ſpeales 
unto them on this wiſe; But now after that ye have | 
God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the 
weak and beggarly Elements, wherein ye defire again to be 
:n Bondage. Importing, as if it' was an Incongruous 
and Unſeemly Thing, rhar after they had known the High, 
Spiritual, Free, and Inward Diſpenſarion of the Goſpet, 
hey ſhould again Apoſtatize and fall back to th& Law, 
hich was made up of mean, 'low, carnal, otitward 
and laviſh Obſervations and Cuffoms.  , . * 
| From all this confider'd rogether, we may [learn and - 
be inſtrued to beware of Extreams, or of running from 
one' wrong Extream to another, or leaſt, under prerence 
of avoiding both Extreams, which are bad, We reje& 
alſothe Truth,which lies in the middle of them both; for | 
as when God had Inftirtured by Afeſes (uch'and fuck 
Feaſts to be obſerved amongft rhe Fews, they did further 
bring in ſome Feaſts and Obſervations of their own: 
Now, in this caſe, if any Zealots or Godly Reformers, 
inſtead of Purging out, laying afide, and Unrihpting 
. raeſe Iaft, they ſhould go on allo to negle& and caſt 
all the former, they would not have done fafely, noryet 
well. In like manner it is at” this day. There are m 
os Chriſtia or Rt my wy cory 4 mes; 
orementiag'd ; which, by the uſage from the beginning | 
of Chtiſtizaity, and by being mention'd therein, and alſo, | 
eing agrecable unto thc Goſpel, They ſeem to be of | 
vine and Apoftolical Infticution 3 and as ſuch they | 
be obſerved unto the Lord; yea, to be obſerv'd 
iſtans in their Generations. 2 1 
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But belides, among and between theſe the Paprffs 
and others by Humane Impofition and Invennior, . 
have brought in a vaſt Number of Holy-days,' 
in Mcmory of the Apoſtles, and of their Saints, 
as they would call and make then. Now in this 
Caſe, if we would have all things done according to' 
the Pattern ſhewed ro us in the Gotpel, (fee Heb.” 
8. 5.) we ſhould throw oft, and ſurceaſe from the 
Obſervation of many, or moſt of theſe latter fort, bur 
therefore in no wiſe from the former. 7 ſpeak as unto - 
wiſe Men, judge ye what I ſay.” That is no good Argu- 
ment why we ſhould nor Yearly Commiemorate the 
Relſurre&ion of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead; becauſe: 
we would not willingly mind all the Saints' Days in 
the Remiſh, nor yet in the Engliſh Almanach Calender, 
According to thar Reaſoning, which may be gather'd' 
from Aatth. 23. 23, Seeing that. the firit feems to be' 
the Mind,and of the 1nftiturion of God. This ought to be 
obſerved ; but the other being the Tradition, TInventi- 
on, or Impolition of Man, may be left unobſerved, 
and let alone. '. We ſhouls be zealous for, and qbſerve. 
each thing, according as it is the"Commmandrient ant 


* Inttitution of God. But there is no fuch Obligation 


as to what 'proceeds only from the Law of a Carnal 
Commandment, or from the Ruditnents and Ordinances 
of Men. " 

To ſhew and put a difference is ohe Eſſential Part: 
of thy iultery Duty, Exek, 22. 26, And thus to' 
put a difference between what 1s, of Divine Inftirurion - 
and Appointment; to ſhew a Difterence berween' tlie 
Law and Commandment of God, and between the 
Orders: and ' Impoſitions of Men: As alſo to point 
out both Extreams (tor both Extreams are bad ). and 
to ſhew how the Truth lies in' the middle way be: 
tiveen them both; Alt this Rightfully and Skilfully 
done, would preveht abundance of Errors and Miſtakes 
Religion. CE an yr COMES 

True indeed,”-that now under the Goſpel Oecenomy + 
and Diſpenfation, Holine/s unto the Lord, ſhould'be in 
{cribed” and” intended'in all; the Attions of thoſe' who 
would” frame and bro 


of and order their” Converſation accogtiing. 
to the ſanie Goſpel, And _coaldqurntly to a Glithan}. 


w # 
. 


"2 Ea... 
Aan or Woman, every day to him or her ; not the Sab- 
bath Day only, bur every Weck Day alſo ſhould be 
Holineſs unto the Lord. And as every Day we draw 


nearer towards our End ; and {o we ought to grow- 


better. Even ſo likewife we ſhould ' endeavour that 
we keep each day; to morrow more than this, not- 
withſtanding it be the Week Day, and this is Sabbath, 
more and more Holy wnto the Lord ;' and try alſo if 
you can live the next Day yet more Holy, Sober, and 
Innocent, and fo on. Neverthelefs, as in the Six Days 
It is lawful to do worldly Work and Labour,and there- 
in we ſerve God acceptably alſo, 'as'6n the Lord's Day 
in the Place of his Worſhip; which yer is not lawful 


to do on that. And as we read in the Scriptures of a © 


double Portion, and of a double meature of the Spirit, 
of Pre-eminence and, Excellency, that Chriſt in all 
things ſhould have the Pre-eminence;' ſo in like man- 
ner, all this hinders not, that tho every Day unto a 
Chriſtian Man or Woman ſhould be Holy xnto the Lord, 
yet nevertheleſs ſome particular Days, as thoſe Three 
Great Feſtivals before-mentioned, may be Holy above * 


all the reit, by way of Pre-eminence and Excellency... 


Having thus 'prepared the way,. and fhew'd the 
middle way between the too much ſuperſtitious Ob-' 
ſervance of Holy Days on one Hand, and the toral Ne- 
-le& or Contempt of them on the other ; Let mw 
Alan therefore jnage you in Meat or in Drink, or in Re- 
Spe of an Holy Day, or of the New Moon, or of the 
Sabbath Days, which are 4 Shadow of Things to come ; 
bat the Body is of Chriſt, Col.2.16,17. The Apoſtle doth: 
not here ſpeak to ſurceaſe the Uſe of them _utrerly,in no 
wiſe: But as thoſe great Holy days now in Ufe 
and Obſervation among us, have all a Relation and 
Tendency unto Chriſt, as his Nativity, his Suffering 
on the Croſs, His Refurte&ion froni_the Dead,” 


J, His 
Aſcenſion up to the' Right Hand of God,” nd. his | 


ſending the Holy Ghoſt and Conttorter on his Difciples 


Apoſiles and Followers on the: Day. of Pent#to?, ' and * 
'Aﬀettbling our 


ſo in a leſs meaſure on each Day of out Aﬀetti 
ſelves together CR UG Yeu: 5 Ah gd we now 


to ſhew the right manner how to Rn ob Holy- | 
| & irom |; 
the ! 


day, in the which our Saviour Jeſns C 


eee 
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the Dead. As to which there cannot be a more fit, 
proper, and pertinent Texc in all the Bible, than that 
we have choſen, ' If ye they be riſen with Chriſt; ſeek 
thoſe things which are above. E, p. 

» Wherein is to be taken notice of, 1. a thing ſuppoſed, 
If ye then be riſen with Chriſt 2, A DireQton given, 

\ Seek thoſe things which are abov8. 

From the Words conlider'd all together is intimated 
forth that wrong manner of ovſerving: Feſtivals now in 
Ule in the World ; who look upon, and praftice if no 
orher than as a time of Feaſting: and Idteneſs. Bur 
herein they forget the Benehts which Chriit did for 
thern at ſuch a time 3 as allo what Duty is expeRing 
from themſelves, as arifing from thence. 

The Scripture, like the Author thereof, Chriſt Jeſus, 
who is the Word of God, doth efte&ually anſwer thar 
true End of his Prieſthood, As to have Compaſſion upon 
che Tenoraut, 43d thoſe who are ont of the way. that is, 
to Heaven and Happineſs'. The Scripture gives ther 
Notice, and Warning; and Dire&ion, to put them 'm 
the way again. Many of the Commandments and Di- 
regions in Scripture are. ſilent Reproofs; for'it often 

' doth in an unplied Manner rake Matice of what is amiſs 
or wanting, in order to rightly inſtry& and mike it up 
again, And ſo, where Paul by. the' Spirit ſpeaketh 
on this wile, 1f then ze be riſes with Chyiff; Inthac 
manner of Speech of his is contained 'an hidden'In- 
nauendo or Meaning, as if many were not riſen” with 
Chriſt; for He writes unto theſe” as: the choice 
and beſt of Chriſtians, and thereby. He 'implies' that 
even they had made a good Proficiency and Advance- 
ment, if even they h:d gone and' proceeded” ſo: far, 
which can in no wile be {aid of thar mixed Multitnde 
which fs abroad in the World. Again, ' many do 
hear or read concerning the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt, bur 
they do not at the very ſame time mind and'give heed 
unto what Inſtruction and Application is to! be * made 
thereof unto themſelves ; namely, That they alfo foul | 
be riſes with Chrift. | + *''Rt $27 - 
For altho People now living on the Earth are-not 
put to Death on the Croſs, nor as yet hidintheGrave 
as He was, how then can they riſe with kim2- "This 


B 2 'Qus6- 


| T2 
' Queſtion is: ſomewhat like that of Nicodemins in Fohy 
2.4. and like that in 2 Cor. 15. 35, 36- and'ſo it is 
" re be anſwer'd in like muauner. For as Jeſus an- 
ſwer'd Nicodemus, Verily, verily T ſay unto thee, except 
'& Man be born of Water, and of the Spirit, He cant | * 
" entey into the Kingdom of God; even fo it is here, except 
a Alan be riſen with Chriſt, ke cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God, he can have no Benefits of Chrits Re. 
Sarrcition, Marvel not at this, that the Apoitle Paxl 
ſhould fay, Te muſt be riſen again with Chriſt ; that is, 
as Chriſt was raiſed again in the Body, fo ye muſt be 
raiſed again (even whilit in Body ) in your Spirit. 
As the ſame Apolitle Paw! explaineth himlelt elſewhere 
touching this matter 3 as Chriſt raſe from the Dead, 
even fo we ſhoud riſe up co newneſs of Life. And 
fo the like Reaſon 1s to be learned from his Crucih- 
_Xion. The Sixth Chapter of the Romans is full and ex- 
pre(s to this Purpoſe ; Therefore we are buried with hin 
by Baptiſm into Death; that P as Chriſt was raiſed 
wp Trom the Dead by the Gory of the Father, even ſo we 
alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of Life. For if we have 
heen planted together in the likeneſs of his Death, we ſhall 
be alſo in the Itheneſs of his Reſurrettion. Knowing this, | 
that our old Minn is crucified with him; that the Bod) of 
Sin wight be deftiroye at heaceforth we ſhould nat 
ſerve Sin, For he that #« dead is (reed from Sin, bnow- 
my that Chrift being raiſed from the Dead, dicth no more; 
Death hath no more Dominion over him. For in that 
he died, he died unto Sin once, But in that he liveth, he 
liveth anto God. Likewiſe reckon ye alſo your ſelves be deal 
indeed xnto Sin, but alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Rom: 6+ 4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11. And fo to al- 
Inde unto 1 Cor. 15. 44. Chrilt was raiſed agayn in his 
Natural Body, even in that Body of Fleſh which He 
brought from out of the Womb of the Virgin Mary, 
and He carried about him more than Thirty Years, 
-  ahile the Lord Jeſus went in and out among us: So 
© we ſhould be raiſed again with him in our Spiritual 
Body ; that is, in thoſe Spiritual Qualifications, and | 
Inward Endowments, which even now we have, and 
 derive:down from Chriſt our Head, altho He firs onf 
"the Right Hand of God: There s 4 Natural =o, 
nf « : " . ana 
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 Hely-dazs ;, for many think that ſuch a Seaſan of 


I3 
and there 1 4 Spiritual Body, both in this our preſent 
State, 'as well as it will be ſo in the future Reſurre- 
&ion. And even now we are made up both of this 
Natural Body, and_'of this Spiritual. Body; all one, 


. and in like manner, as man is now made up of Body 


and Soul, all one, and in like manner;as there x a livi 
Soul, and a quickening Spirit. The firlt gives Life here, 
and the latter 1s in order to Life hereafter : And this 
15 that firſt Reſurre&ion which the Scriptures ſpeak- of, 
particularly in that Great and Remarkable Place of the- 
Revelations; Bleſſed is that hath his part in the firſt Ru- 
ſarrettion, upon ſuch the ſtcond Death hath no Power. 
From what hath been atoreſaid, may .be perceived, 
the great Importance and Necellity of riting with 
Chriit; as alſo it hath been ſhewed from Rom.6. what 
this rifing, and to be rifen with Chriſt, means; evento 
walk in newneſs of Life, For we know that when one 
is dead, and railed again, he hath thereupon a new 
Life, or another Life given unto him. And ſo Peo- 
ple ſhould turn over anew Leaf, and run Counter to 
all the Thoughts, Words and Attions of their former 
natural unregenerate State, There is an Old, Cont 
mon and Proverbial Saying, That' People ory have 
ſomewhat new upon them at Eaſter, Which. tho it be 
commonly underſtood of Cloaths and Garments, yet 
there is ſome Divine and Serious Truth contained 
therein, and to be gather*d from it. And that is, 
what was juſt-now ſaid, nov at this time our Thoughts 
are taken up with the Reſyrre&tion of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the Dead, we ſhould alſo examine and prove our 
ſelves, whither we be riſen with him; and then queſti- 
on further, and look about, or rather- from-within 
our Jeives, whither we have any thing new on us, Or ras 
ther within us. : 2. 
Do we walk in Newneſs of Life > And have we put 
off concerning the former Converſation , the old Man, 
which is corrupt according to the, deecitful Luſts there- 
of > And have we put on the new. May, which after God 
is created in Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs ? T 
is a great Fault and Failure abroad in the World a- 
moneg(r the too ſuperſtitious Obſervers. of Lent, ond 


? 


- Year 


Year is for Mortification and Repentance ; ( whichMor- 

tihcation by the way'is not a Popiſh Word, -but a Go- 

(pel Duty ; Aortifie therefore your Members which are 

_ Earth, Col. 3. 5. for he that #«« dead « freed from 
1, 


Rom. 6. 7. Now Martification fignihtes the ma- . 


king dead, that is, unto Sin) whereas this ought to be 
a Chriſtian's Bufineſs all the Year round. And fo I 
have read and heard that the Papiſts do oblerve their 
Carnival before Lent; wherein they give themſelves o- 
ver unto Sin, and to all manner of Exceſs of Riot, 
like them of whom 7/a:iah ſpeaketh; Ard behold Joy and 
Glatdneſs, ſlaying Oxen, __ killing. Sheep, and drinking 
Wine. Let wut eat and drink, for to morrew we ſhall die, 
Ifa. 22, 13. And ſo upon Shrove- Tueſday they glut 
and' make themſelves drunken, becauſe afterwards 
they mult take up, and be very demure,and faſt. And 
ſo, after that'is over -again, «they return to their for- 
mer Exceſs, and Gormandizing. There is too much 
of the Leaven and Remainder ot this kind of. Popery 
amongſt too: many who call. themſelves Members of 
the National Church of Eng/and; for the manner of 
many of them is co praftiſe a Fit of Holineſs for a 
Seaſon. Fhat 1s, to be in a ſerious Mood upon the 
Sabbath or wn Mens 2 But then they are of theWorld- 
ly; Vain and Ungodly manner of Spirit all the Reſ1- 
due of their time. And this 1s like the putting on of 
new Cloaths at ſuch a Seaſon, and upon ſuch an Oc- 
cafion, and then putting them off again. But all this 


and ſuch like, is not to walk in Newnels of Life, ac- -| 


For to walk denotes a conſtant and continu- 
ing Poſture, which we abide in as often and as long 
as we move. It is ſuch a pace as holds on, and con- 
tinues in going. And fo Life again is a conſtant and 
"continuing thing, which abides whither we (leep or 
wake, even as i as we breathe: So that to put 


jeje | to the Meaning, and requiring of the Spirit 
of God. 


theſe ' two together, it 15 certainly the Will of the 
moſt High God, that we his Creatures and Servants 
ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life as conſtantly and 
continually as we move, and breathe, and live; for 
the new Life is not a thing to be put on and off, to be 


changed Aaltered;or-laid aſide upon every ſhift or turn ; 
52. | "no 
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(15) | 
no more than we can deſtroy this natural Life, and 


raile it up again of our ſelves, without endangering 
or hurting it: This cannot be done. And tho many 


pretend ro live or lead a new Life for a Seaſon, as a 


Day or a Week, or a Month, and then they leave it 
off again, and then they return to their old ways, 
like a Dog to his Vomit. Bur in ſuch the new Lite 

was never truly or thoroughly ingratted ; bur.1t- was. 
a Shadow or Repreſentation, and a Name only of the 
new Life. For the new Life, or the new Creature, is 
a more fixed and abiding thing than that amounts: 
unto. But thar the new Lite is not to be laid down 
again, when ir is once truly taken up; or when we 
are rifen-with Chriſt, we . are not to fall down. agaiz; 
mito the former worldly manner of Life. All : this s* 
ſignihed'by what is wricren, Knowing that Chrift being- 
raiſed from the Dead, dieth no more: Death Lathhima, 
more Dominion oper him, Rom. 6. 9. From whichplace 
the Inference is/naturgi, caſte, and neceſlary-z that'at- 
we alſo berjyſen with Chrit, we muſt dic to'Sin po. 
more. Death in Tretpyfles and Sins ſhall havemv more. 
Dominion'over us: An(}{p from hencefort}rweſhould 

reckon ojir felves to be utways dead indeed winto: Sin,. 
bat ever alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt #«r Lord 
if we would: indeed have this Newneſs - of 'Lite avail 
unto os for evermore. -'That to- the Life: we live. 
here in the Body, there may ſucceed Glory: herea$ter, 


That the Seeds and Principles of Holineſs and Righte-: 


ouſneſs being planted and rooted in us, 'even whullt 
theſe Souls of ours are in theſe Bodies; fſo-thatiat and 
againſt rhe Time when theſe Souls of ours \go' out, 
which will be when this Life, wnich is as@&* Vapour; 
arntd continueth not, 'is ended ; there may :({ucceed 
Glory and Immortality, and\Erernal Life.  -- ; + 

To be thus riſen with Chriit is the very Mens that 
we may artain wnto the Reſurrettion of the Dead inthat 
Good and Happy Senſe, ipoken of in Phil: 3. 1 16 and 


| alfo this is that knowing of Chritt;, and the Power of 


his Reſurre&ion ſo fignihicantly exprefſed-in theVerle 
immediately foregoing. Saith ths fame Apoſtle Pal, 
Sremg "That 5e Geek. A ks of 'Chrift- ſpeakiy im you; 
and io this 1s the Proof of our being withChrilt,. _ we 
De AY ave 


e aa « 


(16 ) 


have Chriſt fpeaking itt us, or aQuating us, as the. 
Soul doth the Body. or it we know Chrilt, and the 


Pewer of his Relurre&ion. ettetually, and mightily 


raifing us up to newnels of Lite, knowing that he who. ., 


raiſed up our Lord Feſias Christ, will alſo raiſe up our 
Aortal Bodies, And fo the ſame God who railed up 


- our Lord Jeſus Chrift from the Dead, according to 


his . Grace, which worketh an us mightily ( provided 
we conſent and yield unto, and walk rogerher with 
that ſame Grace) will raiſe ws np alſo from the Death 
of Sin unto the Life 6} Righteouſneſs ( which word Righ- 


teoulnels, fignihes a Conformity to all the Laws and. 


Dire&ions of that great Rule of Righteouſnels in 
Scripture) or to the new Life: Which, is ſo called in 
Qppokition and Diſtin&tion vnto that kind of Life 
ek we did lead in our Natural and Unconverted 

Every one that underſtands the leaſt truly in the 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, doth alſo 
know thus much, That the Principal and, only Drift 
and DeGgn of the whole Scripture. tie Book of the 
Lord, is to promote a Rightequs, Holy and Obedicnt 
Life in Men and Women. For throughcut the ſame' 
are Line wpon Line, Line upon (inc, Precept nupon Precept , 
Precept upon Precept, here a litile and there a little, and 
all to this ſame end: It is not only the Reſulr and 
Conclulion of the whole Matter, bur the Sum and Sub- 


ſtance of the whole Bible, both Law and Goſpel, both'- 


Old and New Teſtament. And if there be any other 
Commandment, and Words therein ; it is all briefly 
comprehended in this Saying : Namely, Fear God, 
and hoop 


his Commandments, for this i the whole Duty of 


AAan, It is the whole,- and all which God requires of 
Man ;. and tho God. in his written Word, | which we 
commonly call the Bible, doth therein 1peak of this 1n 
divers Places, and ſugary Manners, and in different 
Words, yet they. have all a Signihcancy and Tendency, 
te this. The. Grace of God, ( whereby- is meant and 
ntended his written Word and Revelarion, an{wer- 
cing rogether, as in Water Face anfwereth. 
at 


- 
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| Over unto God and good Things, we 


(47 ) 
Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this prefem World, And 
ſo Meſes and the Prophets, Chriſt and his ApoRtles,fpake 
by one and the ſame Spirit of God ; and hence it 1s that 
they do all ſo wonderfully agree and meet together, like 
ſeveral Lines in a Center, in theſe things of, Obedience, 
Godlinelſs, Righreoulueſs, Kolinefts, and Sobriety. To - 
theſe particularly the Apoſtle Paz! inſtructs in, and ex- 
horts 1n all kis Epiſtles, wherein He uſes mote than a 
thouſand Words, which are all ro the ſame Purpoſe ; and 
ſo where He expreſſes it in one place, by being r:/er wirh 
Chris, In another Place, by knowing of Chriſt, and the 
Power of his Reſurrettion; in another Place, 4 proof. of - 
Chriſt ſpeaking in you; in another place He menticneth Af 
Being made Conformahle wnto his Denth: Yea, he hath 
many ſuch kinds.of Phraſe and Speech ; they are all to the 
{ame Meaning and Signification, they do all carry infolden 
in them the ſame Inſtruction and Signification; nameiy, 
that we ſhould die unto Sin, and riſe again to newneſs of 
Life. And ſo, tho many Captious, Ignorant, and © Un- 
godly Hearers, are offended, and do find Fault, withRe- 
petitions and Tautologies in Sermons,is to this the Apoaltle 


'| Paul ſpeaketh ; To write the ſame things to me 15 not grie-- 


v04s, but to your it 15 {ofe- For he :knew that it was a 
kind of making ſure Work in his teaching the way ot 
Salvation, For one can never be put in Mind of a good 
thing too often, eſpecially of. what is ſo abſolutely ,ne- 
ceſſary to our Eternal Well-Being, Salvation, and Hap- 
meſs. To preach the ſame things over and over doth 
eem to People according as' they are; for ' indeed 1t 1s 
not Grievous and Irkſome to Godly and Chriſtian Minds, 
to ſuch who ſeek diligently ro go to Heaven, and 
would not miſs of it for all the World. For theſe know 
that Precept muſt be upon Precept, Precept upon Precepr, 
Line —ow Line, Line upon Line, here a little aud there a 
little, Tfa. 28: 10. and all is little any to bring them 
ing by Nature ſo 

averſe towards him, and apt to forget him. But as for 
the Sinners and Tranſgreſlors, to whom this kind of Re- 
tition js ſo nauſeous and weariſome, ſo it would be . 
ut once to mention that which they have no Mind t& 
hear or know. 
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(18 ) 
If I ſhould nſe more Words than what 1 have already 
to explzin and make known unto you what it is to be 
riſea with Chriſt, 1 cannot truty,. nor yet would I explain 
ic otherwiſe than by Rifing again to Newneſs of Lifg 
cr that we ſhould live yet more unto Ged, and not tg 
cur {elves; for this is the Reaſoning of the Apoſtle afore- 
menticned, for iz that He aied, He died unto Sin once\ but 
ia that He liverch, He lrueth unto God, Rom. 5. 10. And (6 
2s He purſues the ſame and like reaſoning elſewhere, 0 
Han [henld live unto Himſelf, but unto God who called hy; 
And fo St. Peter reatons*aſter a like mauner ; Foraſmuch 
then as Chriſt hath ſuffered for us in the Fleſh, Arm your | 
ſelves likewiſe with the ſame Mind, For He that hath ſuf- 
tered in the Fleſh, hath ceafed from Sin, that He ſhould no 
lonzer live the reſt of hes time 1 the Fleſh, to the Luſts of 
Afen, (nor yer to our own Luft or Will) bt to the Wil 
of God, 1 Pet. 4. 12. In the future:RetnrreQion of the 
Body, and after that, all they who ſhall be found worthy 
to obtain a Part and Portion therein, they will liveunto 
God in a much more eminent and conſtant manner: than 
any ( even of his beſt Saints and Servants) in the Fleſh 
NOW do, or can Co, Yea,God will be to them All in All-. 
So in the firſt Refurre&tion, which s in Order and Pre. 
pn, and Inſeparable Tendency unto that, we ſhould 
've unto God yet more than others do, or at leaſt it may 
be contrariwiſe with each of us, than what is written. of 
- the Wicked, God is not in all his Thoughts, Pal. 10.4. which 
may admit of a Twofold Confideration, that God may 
ce in ſome ef hs Thoughts, bur not all of them for eve: 
ry one doth think ſomewhat or other of God, but not to 
ave him there for the moſt -and greater part; this 1s a 
Contempr'and reje&ing of him; or lecondly, amidi; all his 
7 houghrs, which He hath about other things, theWorld, 
his Fellow-Creatures, and ſuch like God 1s not in all of 
them; that is, God is not at all, or very {eldom 1n them} 
And rhis is veta much greater Diſobedicnce and Rebeili-| 
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en; tor it js: to be without God in the World, where 1s nc} « N 


a Cnttant Serif: and awful Remembrance of, and Subje-| 
&:n unto him. | But indeed, if we hve unto God. then; 
*Ged is in all our Thoughts; or for the moſt and-*greate) 
Lair, for then ric continual Bent, lifring up, and: iook| 
'1:2 of our Soul, js unto Um, that 1s Inviſible And it 5 
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the continued. Thought and Searching of our Heart 
( without Ceafing or Intermifſion ) how we may Obey, 
Serve and Glorihe him. * : : © vo EM _ 
' It hath been aforeſaid, kow that Pazl by the Spirit lays 
jt dowri as a thing ſuppoſed} as. appears by the Particle, 
Ff 'ye be riſen with Chriſt ; for He writes unto the Co!://:4 
ans as ynto real Chriſtians. And to ſuch only; to' putin 
Mind of a Thing, and of a Duty, it is enough. For 
| rhey will inſtantly do it, and ſet upon, and endeavour 
it. * The” Apoſtle doth ſuppoſe, ahd rake ir 
for Granted, that they had proceeded fo far already, by 
taking the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and the Commemo- 
ration of the Redemption of Jeſus Chriſt, and thereupon 
He gives them Dire&ion farther. But there 1s a vaſt 
difference between Real and Nominal Chriſtian 3. as alto 
between Chriſtians formerly, and now adays:. .VVeread' 
| that in antient.time; They that feared the Lord would of- 
| zen ſpeak one to anather,” Mal. 3.16, And that they woxld 
ſpeak of the wonderful Works of God, AR. 2. 11. This was 
mn common Converſation.'* And as theſe here in the Atts + 
did it on the Day of Pentecoff, {o they would it more cf- 
t ſpecially at the Time appointed, and upon their Solemn 
Feaſt Day. For this was a Statute 11 Irael, and an Ord;- 


|| nance of the God of Jacob; That when they were. to keep 


the Feaſt of the Paſſeover, and when their Children did 
ask what thoſe things did mean, *they were to tell chem, 
how the Lord in accompliſhing their De!iverance our of 
Egypt, did llay the Eg yprians Firſt-bozn, arid did pals over' 
the Houſes of the 1/rae/ites, VVhen they cid bblerve the 
Paſſeover,theydid conſtantly talk of that tscirDelverance, 
and praiſe God for it : But now adays People:do keep 
the Feaſts of what is commonly called Chr:ffmas, Eafter, 
and Yhtſuntide, with the Leaven of Gluttony, Drun- 
Fenneſs, Chambering, and VVantonneſs, in Vanity and. 
Wleneſs, without ſpeaking one V Vord in their, ordinary 
Converſation ; Beſides, what they hear perhaps out of 
the Sermons, or from the Scriptures read in' the Con- 
gregation, out of Cuſtom and Formality.) of the great 


CF! « Mercies of Cod vouchſafed to Mankind in their Redemp- 


Fj HQion, by the Birth and Incarnation of his Son Jeſus Chritt, 


{ending Him into the Fleſh, [that He might deſtroy -the 
VVorks of the Devil ; His Death and RefurreRion,Alcen- 
| —* & 3 ſ110n, 
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hon, and Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt; theſe are only the 
fir Topicks and Subjets of Diſcourſe at thoſe times 3 but 
y<t they are quite out-of Faſhion and Uſe among us, but 
it was not ſo in the Primitive Times. If Scholars do not 


as much mind their Books out of School as in School, 


they will not make any great Proficiency and Advance- 
ment in Learning. And fo we pretend to be Diſciples, 
{ winch word Ggnifhes Scholars) and Followers of Jeſus 
Chriit, And in Truth, if wedo not as much mind, yea, 
and obſerve our Duty to God and Chriſt as much ; yea, 
more out of the Church and Congregation, or Aﬀemblies 
ot People for Worſhip, as when we are in them, for we 
are longer out than in, we ſhall never have that Chara- 
cter and Denomination from God, as Daniel had, Thou 
art greatly beloved, Dan. 9. 23. or as jt is in the Margent 
there, A Man of Deſires, cr as John had, who is called 
the Beloved Diſciple. And ſo, if we were beloved of God; 
and of Chriſt, we ſhould have a Senſe, Manifeſtation, 
and Revelation of that their Love towards us; {ſo that 
reciprocally and murually our ſelves would love God, 
and Cirift alſo. And it is a certain Rule, according to 
thoſe two Aphoriſms of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 3 They 
are of the Vorld, therefore ſpeak they of the World. Ont of 
tre abundance of the Heart rhe Mouth ſpeaketh. That where 


the Love, Heart and Aﬀettion is moſt, People do uſu--|- 


ally talk moiſt of the ſame rhing- And hence it 1s, that 
People talk fo little of God, and of Heavenly things, for 
want Of the Love of God in them ; it is becaule they do 
not ſeek the things above; for what one ſeeks after, He 
doth uſually talk of, and enquire after; and they do not 
fet their AtfeRions on Things above, but on Things on 
the Earth. Indeed one Reafon why thole in, As 2. 11. 
aid talk of the wonderful Works of God, becauſe that 
then they had 'been lately and newly done; and what 
1s freſh, or a Novelty, this doth moſt commonly affe&t 
th: Heart with Thought thereof, and fill the Mouth with 
B1icouwrle thereof. But tho the Creation of the World 
hath been Six Thouſand Years ſince, and the Redempti- 
on of Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, God manifeſted in the 
Ficſh, hach been accompliſhed well-nigh Seventeen Hun- 
dred Years fince, yet ſtill-we ought to talk of theſe won- 
derful Works oft God, and to declare theſe his Doings: 

among 
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21 
amorig the People, continually praiſing Him for- the'_ 
lame now at this day, as in the firſt Year after it was, if 
we had then lived. Yea, we ought to talk hereof, and 

raiſe him yet more and more,as we ſee theDay approach- 
'ing: In which we draw nearer in Time, when all theſe 
things ſhall be once more manifeſted before us. This is 


the right manner of keeping this Feaſt, when according 


to the Allowance given in Foel 2. 26. We ſhall cat and 
be ſatisfied ( obſerve it is ſaid ſatisfied, not glutted or 
fol for the Righteous cateth to the ſatisfying of his 


Soul ). and praiſe the Name of the Lord owr Ged, elpecially 
* for theſe Great and Particular Mercies which He vouch- 


ſafed to Mankind at or about this Seaſon of the Year, 
\ remembring ſtill that we are ro offer up an Offering of + 
Praiſe to a Spiritual and an =_ Being, and to rejoyce, 
and be glad in the Lord our God. Which ſame Gladneſs 
and Rejoycing, if we ſhould go about to raiſe with the 
help of Erong Drink, as the manner of ſome is (but God © 
forbid, and turn it from us) this would not be Spiri- 
tual Joy, but Sinful Mirth. Toſuch Prophane Chrittians 
it may be ſaid, Do ye thus requite the Lord, Q fooliſh Peo- 
ple, and unwiſe? By keeping' the Feaſt (it is the Goſpel 
Phraſe, ſo that keeping of Feſtivals are certainly allow'd 
under the Goſpel Diſpenfation ) with the Leaven of Sin 


|- - and Wickedneſs. Is that your Tribute and Return. of 


Praiſe, to tranſgreſs and proyoke him yet more? Is thar 
a Seaſonable Time. of Rioting and Drunkenneſs, - when 
you ſhould pt on thelLord Jeſus Chriſt, and make not Pro- 
vifion for the Fleſh to fulfill the Laſts thereof, Rom. 1313.. 
But now indeed the right manner of keeping the Feaſt is, 
To have nothing but Praiſes unto the Lord in our Heart 
and Tongue. It is ever ſcaſonable, but at this Return of 
the Year moſt eſpecially, to uſe theſe VVords of Perer in 
our Mouth, and to have them in conſtant Remembrance 
within, Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus 
Chrift, which according to his abundant Mercy, hath tegot- 
ten us again unto a lively Hope, by the Reſurrettion of Teſwa © 
Christ jrem the Dead, to an Inheritance Incorruptible and. 
ED and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Hea- 
ven for you, 1 Pet. I. 3; 4. ny 
It being (as we are here told) reſerved in Heaven for us,- 
our Duty thereupon is but Natural and Reaſonable, that; 
we . 


we ſhould in this ſhvrt mean+ while* between, look and 
ſeek after it; which would be in the ſecond Place ac- 
cording to the Dire&ion given in our Text, Seek thoſe 
things which are above, We read in Phil. 3. 10. of being 
made conformable unto the Death of Chriſt, Now there is 1, 
a wondertul Conſequence, Connex1on and Agreetnent be- ' 
tween his Death and Reſurrection. Concerning his Death 
we read elſewhere on this wile, His Life is taken from the 

Earth, AQts 8. 33. If the Sin of Han be lifted off fr omthe 
Earth, then will FEA draw all Alen unto him. This He ſpake, 
fienifying by what Death He ſhould die. Now put all this 
. together, His Life is taken off from the Earth; He 1s 
lifted oft from the Earth: If. we would be indeed made 
conformable unto his Death, What doth all this teach and 
inſtru& us in? Any one may gather and apprehend it ; 
namely, That whilſt in Life our Life alſo ſhould be ta- 
ken off from the Earth, and that we ſhould be lifted oft 
from the Earth in Soul and Mind, even whilſt rhe Cor- 
ruptible Body is preſſed down, and confined unto the 
Earth ; for it is no impoſſible Thing, as we by Experi- 
ence. know, to have ones Body in one place, and ones 
Heart in anothet. And ſo a Chriſtian may, yea, he ought 
to have his Converſation in Heaven, even whilſt God 
hath determin'd the Bounds of his Habitation as yet ( it 
is but for a very little while) on the Face of the Earth. 
'That whilſt He moves and walks up and down here, and 
{ees the outfide of Hcaven above, at a vaſt Diftance and 
Height, yet in Mind and Soul He may enter within the 
Vail, and beupon the continued Thoughts, and moſt di- 
ligent Endeavour, ho:v He may rake ſure of, and ſecure 
a Reſt andHabitation for her rhere againſt the time ſhe ſhall 
be dillodged oft,and turn'd out from this7abernacle of Clay. 

| Aud the Lord ſaid unto Abraham. after that Lot was ſe- 
parated from him, lift .u«p now thine Eyes, and look up from 
ace where thou art Northward, and Southward, and Eaſt- 
ward, and Weſtward ; for all the Land which thog [ceft to 
thee will I give it, and to thy Seed for ever. fuſe, walk 
thro the Land, ia the length of it, and in the breadth of it, 
for 1 will give it untothce, Gen.13. 14, 15, 16. And ſo as 
Lot was {eparated from him, ifour Fellow-Creatures, and 
the things. of this Wor{d were ſeparated from us, and we 
go upon a Mountain, or like 1ſaac,inte the Field to _ 
; | '$ 
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( 23) 
As we lift up our Eyes, and ſurvey the Heavens above in 


the height, in the length, and in the breadth of them, all 
things here below appear bur as little, and inconfiderable, 


" paltry, and trivial. They are Emphatically and diftin&y 


called the Heavens of the Lord, Lam.3.66. When I confider 
thy Heavens, Pf. $. 3. God hath reſerved theſe peculiarly to 
Himſelf.” Tho He hath now'ſeent'd to give the Earth Pro- 
miſcuoully to the Children of Men, whither they be gocd 
or bad ; but Hz Heavens He will give only to {uch who ihall 
be found meer, and whom He i1hall judge worthy thereof. 
And fo our SaviourJeſus Chriſt doth diſcriminate and phraſe . 
icon this wiſe; But they which ſhall be accounted worthy to gb- 

tatn that Worid, and the Reſurrettion from the Dead, Mat.22, 

30. They will not fo far abuſe and love the Worid, as for * 
the ſake thereof, either of the men, of the things therein, . 
as to commit Sin, or omit Duty. And 1f we do neither ot 

thoſe, then we may uſe the world ſafely enough. Indeed 

becauſe we are in the midſt thereof, we cannot but think, 
and ſee a little of it, do whatever we can. But as long 
as the Inviſible God, and how to pleaſe, and approve 
our {elves unto him, that we may get his Favour and Ac- 
ceptation, and Heaven above, takes up much the greater 
part'of our Thought, Care, and Endeavour ; then indeed * 
we are ſo as is the Will and Requiring of Gad that” we 
ſhould be; for then we-live and a& in Faith and by 
Faith. Not having received the Promiſes as yet (His Great, 
Glorious and ftiure ones)' bur 'we new ſee them afar off, 


and are perſwaded of them, and do embrace them, and con-' 


feſs that we are Strameers and Pilgrims on the Earth for 
they that ſay ſuch things, declare plaiz!y that they feet a 
Co:mtry. And this 1s ro ſeek thole things that are above. 
It 1s to have our Life taken off from the Earth, »even 
whilſt we are in the midtt of Lite. For the Life which 
we now live in the Fleſh, is by Faith i® the Son of God, who 
toved and gave himſelf jor me. And this 1s to be lifted off 
from the Earth, altho we are neither hung on rhe Crols, 
not yet do fly in the Air.” But if our Hearts and Souls 
are lifted up from, or above the things of the Earth, then 
we are lifted up alſo, and by this way God and Chriſt 
doth draw up our Souls unto Himſelf to Heaven above. 
Draw me (ſaith the Soul in'the Cantitles) and Iwill follow 
after thee, Now drawing is from one Place to another F 

TI . . | | anc: 


( 24 ) 
and God doth draw up the Souls from Earth, unto | 
Heaven. | - | 
' 1 hope that by declaring and delivering Sentences and : 
Propoſitions of Truth, the foregoing Diſcourſe hath been of #5 
Uſe or Uſeful all along ; but however the Uſe thereof is |: 
manitold. | 

t. To teach us to have a great Indifterency, as to the 

Things of this World, | 

' 2. To think much and continually upon the Place we 
are going unto, - | 
'* 3. As Abraham had God ſpeaking unto him, and alſo a 
tight of the Promiſed Land, when Lot was ſeparated from 
him. So we ſhould for ſome convenient time ſeparate 
our ſelves, even from our Wife and Children, Kinsfolks, 
and the Men of this World, from our neceſſary Family 
Concerns, and our Bufineſs in the World, in order to en- 
joy more cloſe Communion with God, and feek the things 
above. | 

: 4 As we red or hear any of the things of God, we 
ſhould initantly make Application thereof unto our 
ſelves As when we read or bone of the Reſurre&ion of 
Teſus Chriſt ; this ſhould apply *and bring it home to our 
felves, as to examine and prove our ſelves alſo, If we be 
ri/en with Chriſt, For every Article of Faith doth carry a _ 
Word of Inſtru&ion in it; and in each wonderful Work 
which God hath done for the Children of Men, is infold- 
ed and contained a Duty of us towards him. - | 

5. What hath been aforefaid ſhould teach us to bewarg 

of Extreams. 


Dum vitant ſtulti vitia in contraria currunt, 


But to go on in the way of God's Commandments, not 
turning aſide from them to the Right Hand, noy to the ' 
Left; _rouking too much Superſtion on one Hand in the , 
Obſervance of the meer Ordinances of Men; as allo the 
Negle&t and Contempt of the Inftitutions of God on 

the other, | | 
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